










As the weather begins to warm and thoughts 
increasingly turn to outdoor activities, re-
member to take a moment to visit the Edward 
F. Piela Woodland Wildflower Garden which 
last fall was awarded The Homer Lucas Public 
Landscape Award by The New England Wild-
flower Society.  The Society commended the 
Woodland Wildflower Garden “for providing 
the public with an educational, peaceful oasis, 
where over 200 wildflowers grow in a well-
maintained, natural setting below a canopy of 
towering pine trees.”  
 
The Lucas Award was presented on November 
2, 2008 to Charles G. Spencer, curator of the 
Garden, at the Wildflower Society’s Annual 
Meeting at Garden in the Woods, Framingham, 
MA.  In accepting the award on behalf of the 
Park, Spencer celebrated his friend and mentor, 

Ed Piela, whom he had introduced to Stanley 
Park in 1988, with the idea of establishing a 
public woodland wildflower garden.  Shortly 
thereafter, inspired by their knowledge and vi-

sion, the first plantings were introduced. 

Spencer was named curator of the Garden in 
2000, following Piela’s untimely death in the 
1990’s.  His tenure has seen the addition of 
engraved identification plaques, a Goldenrod 
and Aster garden, a Ferns of Massachusetts 
garden and the redesign of the Wildflower 
Garden’s portion of the Stanley Park website.  
When completed, the site, funded in part by 
a generous contribution from Spencer and his 
wife, Rita McInnis Spencer, will offer a virtual 
tour of the Garden with photos and interactive 
features.
Look for wondrous things to be happening in 
our Wildflower Garden.  Please mark your cal-
endars to join us for its dedication and place-
ment of the Rita McInnis Spencer bench on 
Founding Fathers Day, June 21.

It was an absolutely beautiful late spring day.  
The weather couldn’t have been more perfect, 
and visitors to the Park were met by the excited 
voices of happy children.  The Children’s Play-
ground was filled to capacity with youngsters 
climbing, sliding, swinging and actively en-
gaged with all of the special features this won-
derful playscape includes for them to enjoy.  

But one area seemed strangely empty.  It ap-
peared that the “sandbox” was virtually child-

free.   Even on this pleasant afternoon, the sand 
had warmed to the point that it was uncom-
fortable for little feet.
 
But a solution was on the way.  The Stanley 

Park of Westfield had just been awarded a 
grant from the David, Helen and Marian Wood-
ward Fund to purchase and install a sunshade 
to provide protection to children in the sandy 
play area during the hot summer months. 

The day the sunshade was assembled was 
indeed momentous, with both staff and Park 
visitors waiting eagerly to proclaim the new 
feature a success.  The sunshade, large enough 
to provide coverage to the entire sand area, 
keeps both children and play surfaces cool and 
comfortable, and offers the added benefit of 
UV protection. 

Woodland Wildflower Garden Commended 

Just A Little Shade Needed

by Carol Martin

There are more than 970 covered bridges in 
America.  Just ask retired Gail and Roger Herb 
of Camden, NY.  They stopped by recently as 
they “chased bridges.”  Long-time members 

of the National Covered Bridge Society, they 
were on a 4 day trip and hoped to visit eight 
of the 17 covered bridges in Massachusetts.  
They stopped by the Development Office and 
viewed a photo of the Park’s covered bridge 
in the height of summer.  It was down to the 

snow-covered Covered Bridge in the pond area.  
The excited couple returned praising the Park 
and the bridge.  They were interested to know 
that the initials of another couple, both key 
volunteers at the Park, were etched there more 
than 40 years ago.

 Searching for Cover

Rain out!  No fireworks tonight!  That’s not sup-
posed to happen at 3 p.m. on the third of July, 
not when 25,000 are expected to attend, not 
when a year of preparations by the Kiwanis 
Club of Westfield were completed, not when 
our patrons were ready  to celebrate the Second 
Grand Ole Celebration with 4th of July costumes 
and best picnic display entries.  But the Third of 

July became the Third of August and the spirit 
still prevailed.  Instead of a Prelude and Salute 
to the 4th, it was a month long celebration 
and spectacular conclusion.  Friends of Stanley 
Park, our Partners in Preservation, were invited 
to enjoy VIP parking, a reserved picnic area and 
“vantage viewing.”   The red, white and blue 
picnic entries were superb and the costumes, 
although fewer in number, were gloriously 
patriotic.  Strawberry shortcake and lemon-
ade were enjoyed by more than 400 Partners 

in Preservation.  Children made colonial flags, 
popcorn was popping and the dedicated staff 
of Stanley Park was on hand to display prize 
winning roses and to tout programming at 
the Park.  The flag-draped Meetinghouse was 
turned into a museum commemorating Frank 
Stanley Beveridge and StanHome.  And the 
fireworks went off on time to a perfectly still 
sky. Kudos to board member Patricia Reach for 
chairing this sparkling event.  

Which Third is it?

Charles and Rita McInnis Spencer in Wild-
flower Garden.
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Although the weather outside was fright-
ful – inside the Old Meetinghouse at Stanley 
Park the atmosphere was indeed delightful as 
Board members and staff gathered to acknowl-
edge guests for their contributions at the Park’s 
first annual Volunteer Recognition Celebra-
tion on Tuesday, December 16.  Decked out in 
holiday décor by office manager Jill Moretz 
and assistant Leanne Beckwith and Park staff 

and warmed by a vintage wood stove tended 
by Park maintenance supervisor Wayne Mous-
sette, the Meetinghouse, a replica of the Town 
Meeting House in Old Deerfield, Massachu-
setts, provided a welcoming and festive venue 
to launch this new tradition.

Volunteers play an important role at Stanley 
Park, assisting staff in everything from offering 
workshops on nature and gardening to con-
ducting Park tours, planning special events and 
grant writing.    Volunteers spearheaded the 

development of the Children’s Playground and 
the renovation of the Rose Garden.

Board president Jeffery W. Glaze welcomed 
everyone and invited each to decorate and 
sign an ornament to hang on the towering 
evergreen which lit the room.  The personal-
ized ornaments will be saved and hung annu-
ally, added to each year by ornaments made by 
the past year’s volunteers at their recognition 
event.  The tree itself was later delivered to and 
decorated for a Southwick family. 

Soon the many walkers, bikers, joggers, cross-
country runners will know which way to go.  
In the spring of 2006, in collaboration with 
Advanced Global Information Systems Depart-
ment and students from neighboring Westfield 
State College, conducted a study to identify ex-
isting trails in the Beveridge Wildlife Sanctuary 

and to map them.  Mackinzie Powers, a volun-
teer intern from Westfield High School, refined 
the study to include the length of all identified 
and named trails.
Under the supervision of the Park’s Nature 
Committee that includes Carl Quist, Art O’Leary, 
David Lovejoy, David Doe, Tim Parshall, Carston 
Braun and Janice Zepko, and utilizing volun-
teers from various community and educational 

organizations, it was proposed that directional 
and trail markers be constructed, points of geo-
logic and ecologic interest be identified, inter-
pretive signage be installed and informational 
brochures be printed for visitors to this area.  
PeoplesBank has pledged support of this proj-
ect.  Soon everyone will know exactly where 
they are heading in the 175 acre sanctuary. 

And then the butterflies emerged.  Cautiously 
at first, and then in full flight, coloring the air 
with their magnificence.  Just as quickly they 
were gone, eager, like all Park visitors, to expe-
rience the environment around them.

The participants in Stanley Park’s first-ever 
Junior Partners in Preservation Program, 

implemented by Emma Hayward, had cared 
for the butterflies first as larvae, through the 
pupa stage and to maturity as part of the four 
daylong study sessions in the Program.  Other 
sessions involved adopting trees, studying the 
roles of terra firma and the intriguingly-named 
RU4H2O.

On this, the final day of the Program, parents 
and other invited guests watched as the but-

terflies were released.  Then Carl Quist, Ex-
ecutive Director and Patricia Burden, Director 
of Development presented each child with a 
certificate recognizing his or her achievement 
in becoming a Junior Partner in Preservation.  
Hands were shaken, pictures were taken, lem-
onade and cookies were enjoyed and a good 
time was had by all!  Thanks to the Shurtleff 
Children’s Services and United Bank for spon-
soring this program.

Office manager, Jill Moretz, tells us that the 
Sunday Night Concerts have been around for 
more than 35 years.  A typical series features 
15 or more concerts, ranging from military 
marches to country and western, bluegrass, 

jazz, pop or soul.  In celebration of the 60th 
Anniversary of Stanley Park, a specialty event 
has been scheduled for Sunday, August 2.  The 
Bristol Chamber Orchestra will be here to mark 
the milestone year.  Season brochures will soon 

be available.  See you every Sunday at 6 p.m. 
in the Beveridge Pavilion.  All concerts are free 
of charge and chairs are available.  Concerts 
are funded in part from a grant from West-
field Bank and the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.

Of the eight full-time employees who man-
age the grounds, schedule the events, do the 
books, maintain the physical facilities and keep 
this park as safe and beautiful as it is, more 
than 170 years of dedicated service has been 
noted. Paul Kuczynski, Horticulture and Green-
house Supervisor, accounts for 34 years; Wayne 
Moussette, Maintenance Supervisor, for 24 and 
Joseph Jaczyk, Grounds Supervisor, for 18 and 
Jill Moretz, office manager 17 years.  Recent 
retiree, Robert Salvini, former Horticulture and 

Greenhouse Supervisor, spent more than 47 
years on the job.  Now, that is what you call an 
extension of a  labor of love.  You are all com-
mended for your love and dedication to the 
Park.  Thank you.  Also, each summer, the Park 
hires several part-time employees including 
many area youth.  There are throngs of folks 
residing locally who worked summers while 
attending college.  Of course, we mustn’t for-
get to recognize our force of part-time security 
as well as part-time grounds people.  Everyone 
shares the responsibility in fulfilling the mis-
sion…to retain a refuge of physical and spiri-
tual beauty.

PeoplesBank to the Rescue

Volunteer Recognition Day 

Junior Partners Graduate

Sunday Night Concerts, a Summertime Favorite

Service Abound

by Carol Martin

Front row l-r : Robert Salvini-47 years;  Paul 
Kuczynski 34 years.  Back row:  Wayne 

Moussette-24 years, Joe Jaczyk-18 years. 
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Sixty years ago in 1949, Frank Stanley Bev-
eridge, founder of StanHome Products, es-
tablished the Stanley Park of Westfield.  To 
commemorate this milestone, “Sixty Years 
of Preservation…Sixty Days of Celebra-
tion,” was designed to present an array of 
events for all to enjoy.  The activities will 
run from mid-June through mid-August 
when on Sunday, August 16, the actual day 
of its founding, Stanley Park will present a 
grand parade up Western Avenue arriving 
at the Park fields.  The longest birthday 
table complete with cake will greet the 
parade goers.  

60 Years of Preservation…
60 Days of Celebration
June 2009-August 2009

Every Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
Special “60” tours in operation all summer 

on Saturday mornings
Historical Tours will be held every Saturday 
morning at 9:30 a.m. Meet your own tour 
director at the Carillon Tower. 

Fri. June 12, 7:30 a.m.
Westfield Chamber of Commerce Salute
The Westfield Chamber will salute Stanley 
Park for its 60th anniversary and kick off 
“60 Days of Celebration.” Historical tours are 
scheduled after breakfast.

Mon. June 15, 10 a.m.
Ribbon-cutting ceremony and dedication 

of Accessible Walkways in Asian Garden
Be on hand to celebrate the completion of 
these beautiful gardens that are completely 
accessible for everyone. The Burk Family, lo-
cal officials and dignitaries will be on hand 
to open the walkways.

Sat. June 20, 10 a.m.-12 noon  
“Wheel Walk”

All sorts of wheels are welcome to navigate 
the Asian Gardens at our first annual walk-

athon for accessibility.  Stanley Park has 
made many provisions to make the Park ac-
cessible for ALL.  A local motorcycle club will 
arrive in group to support the effort.

Sun. June 21, 2 p.m.
Dedication of the Wild Flower Garden/

Founding Father’s Day
Charles and Rita McInnis Spencer will be on 
hand to meet friends and guests.  A bench 
to honor Rita will be unveiled and dedicated.  
The Spencers have contributed a generous 
donation to upgrade the woodland wild-
flower section of the web page and to reno-
vate the woodland wildflower garden.  

Sun. June 28, 12 noon
Louie Liptak, Sr. Day

Louis Liptak, Sr. served the Park for many 
years as Park Supervisor.  The Liptak Family 
will be on hand to celebrate the 60th in his 
honor.  Hundreds are expected to picnic, 
dance, renew old friendships and enjoy a 
wonderful commemorative day.

Fri.  July 3, 5:30 p.m.
Third Annual Grand Ole 4th of July
For the third year in a row, Friends of Stanley 
Park will gather to salute the holiday.  It is 
strawberry shortcake, lemonade, popcorn, 
patriotic costumes, picnics on display, van-
tage viewing, StanHome memorabilia and 
fireworks at dusk.

Fri. July 17, 7 p.m. ‘til dark
Asian Cultural “EAST meets WESTfield” event
A week-long celebration with Asian Art, 
fans and luminaries, origami, tae ku do, tai 
chi, dragon making, lantern painting leads 
to the grand night of illumination.  The 
Asian Garden will come to life as the night 
darkens.  But not before, Asian dancers and 
Taiko drums set the stage for a spectacular 
cultural evening.  Children will lead the pa-
rade with long-draped dragons. This family 
event promises to be one not to miss as EAST 
meets WESTfield.

Sat. July 18, 10 a.m.
Fenge Shui Workshop

Did you ever wonder how your house and 
life can be in harmony with the world?  This 
workshop explores the ancient art of fenge 
shui.  It is part of our cultural celebration.

Fri. July 31, 6 p.m.
And All That Jazz, Second Time Around
A black tie optional gala at the Carillon Tow-
er marks the formal celebration of the 60th 
Anniversary.  Jazz soloist, Sarah Elizabeth 
Charles, will delight the audience under the 
stars and tower.  A night to remember!

Sat. August 1, 2 p.m.
Dedication of Perkins Conference Room

Homer Perkins, former President of Stan-
Home and his family, from near and far, will 
gather to pay homage to our 90 year plus 
legend.  The board room in the barn has 
been designated in his name.

Sun. August 9, 2 p.m.
60 years of Wedded Bliss

Were you married at Stanley Park?  Please 
come back to commemorate that beautiful 
day.  Wear your veil, if you have it.  Be a bride 
again.

Sun. August 16,
Stanley Park on Parade/longest birthday table

Everyone loves a parade, but a birthday 
party, too! Who can resist it all?  Great fun is 
planned for the whole family.  March in the 
parade, come to the party.  Everyone is invit-
ed.  We want to create the longest birthday 
table in the world, straight across the field.	

60 Days of Celebration…
60 Folks for Proclamation

(An honoree for each of the 60 days)
Send in your nomination or call 413-572-2900

Office of Development
400 Western Avenue’ Westfield, MA  01085
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